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'I have done nothing/ said Lothair, with a surprised air.

*Ah, that is so like giffced beings like you,' said the
Princess. "They never will think they have done any-
thing, even were they to save the world.'

* You are too gracious, Princess,' said Lothair; ' I have
no claims to esteem which all must so value.'

1 Who has, if you have not ? ' rejoined the Princess.
* Yes, it is to you and to you alone that we must look. I
am very impartial in what I say, for, to be frank, I have
not been of those who believed that the great champion
would rise without the patrimony of St. Peter. I am
ashamed to say that I have even looked with jealousy on
the energy that has been shown by individuals in other
countries ; but I now confess that I was in error. I can-
not resist this manifestation. It is a privilege to have
lived when it happened. All that we can do now is to
cherish your favoured life.'

4 You are too kind, Madam,' murmured the perplexed
Lothair.

*I have done nothing/ rejoined the Princess, 'and am
ashamed that I have done nothing. But it is well for you,
at this season, to be at Rome ; and you cannot be better, I
am sure, than under this roof. But when the spring
breaks, I hope you will honour me, by accepting for your
use a villa which I have at Albano, and which at that
season has many charms.'

There were other Roman ladies in the room only inferior
in rank and importance to the Princess Tarpeia-Cinque
Cento; and in the course of the evening, at their earnest
request, they were made acquainted with Lothair, for it
cannot be said he was presented to them. These ladies,
generally so calm, would not wait for the ordinary cere-
mony of life, but, as he approached to be introduced, sank
to the ground with the obeisanoe offered only to royalty.

There were some cardinals in tne apartment and several